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1. Latest News

Riverbluff Cave Virtual Tours Attended
by Thousands

On November 7, 2007, morning and

afternoon virtual tours took an estimated
2,500 to

3,000 students to the
Riverbluff
Cave near
Columbia,
Missouri.
The cave is
only open to
researchers
who enter to
study the
past!

In addition to 154 video streaming sites,
there were six videoconferencing
sites/classrooms for each 45-minute tour
located in Missouri, Kansas, North
Dakota and Oklahoma. Students who did
not participate in a live videoconference
were able to ask questions via email.

GPN Executive Director Greg Monaco
explained the popularity of the event this
way': “This event focused on a really
fascinating subject that brings out the Tom
Sawyer in each of us. Plus, it demonstrated
the live, interactive capabilities that exist
across the network in a stimulating,
educational and entertaining way. There is
just no way to see that cave other than
virtually, and it has some really awesome

features. The planning team did a great job
of putting this together and publicizing the
event, Matt Forir, the paleontologist who led
the tours, was a charismatic guide, and the
staff of MOREnNet did a superb job to get this
from below ground to an eager audience.”

In addition to Matt Forir, lead
paleontologist for the Riverbluff Cave,
author David Harrison, who wrote a
recently published children’s book about the
cave, participated in the elementary school
session. The planning team was composed
of Bill Giddings (MOREnNnet), who also
moderated the tours, Randy Stout ( KAN-
ED), Kim Owens (EDUTECH), and Ann
Lundy (SCKESC). You can read teacher
feedback, questions from students and
answers by Matt and David at the GPN blog.
Learn what’'s next for the GPN SEGP group
here.

Internet?2 demonstrations showcase
interoperability with GPN, others at
SCO7 - Internet2, together with several
partners and collaborators, demonstrated
for the first time interoperability of its
Dynamic Circuit (DC) Network with multiple
regional and international networks as well
as an equipment provider, at SCO7, the
annual international conference on high
performance computing, networking,
storage, and analysis. The demonstration
marks a milestone in facilitating the
widespread adoption of dynamic circuit
networking by showcasing how networks

with different equipment, network
technology, and allocation models can
dynamically provision dedicated circuits

across domains.

ECC Funds Networking via Rural Health

Care_Awards - On November 19, 2007,
the FCC made a series of substantial awards
to improve access to health care in rural




